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A Gravity ‘Trick’: This young visitor from Salmon Arm School District shows how to get the steel ball from 
the ‘tee’ into the yellow bucket. BIG Little Science Centre's Jennie McCaffrey witnesses the feat. 
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British Columbian Teacher Earns Award for Promoting Science 

Kamloops, British Columbia, May 26, 2012 — A British Columbian teacher has been 
recognized for his leadership and dedication to science promotion, both inside and outside the 
classroom. Gordon Gore has received a 2011 Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council 
of Canada (NSERC) Award for Science Promotion, valued at $10,000, in recognition of his 
passionate advocacy for science education in his community for more than five decades. 

"The Government of Canada recognizes the immense importance of work done by dedicated 
leaders like Gordon Gore to inspire our youth to take an interest in science," said the Honourable 
Gary Goodyear, Minister of State for Science and Technology. "His work to inspire youth to 
pursue an education in science and engineering will help make Canada more innovative and 
support our long-term prosperity." 

Dr. Gore's enthusiasm for science led to the creation of the  BIG Little Science Centre in 
Kamloops in 2000. In keeping with Dr. Gore's goal of making science entertaining, accessible 
and practical, the Centre helps visitors develop a passion for science through camps, 
experimental stations, clubs and travelling exhibits. Last year, the Centre attracted more than 
15,000 visitors. 

"Dr. Gore's effort to stimulate an interest in science, particularly among young people, is 
essential to Canada's future capacity to innovate and prosper," said Suzanne Fortier, President 
of NSERC. "The work of dedicated and committed people such as Dr. Gore is of benefit to all 
Canadians." 

The NSERC Awards for Science Promotion honour individuals and groups who make an 
outstanding contribution to the promotion of science in Canada through activities that encourage 
popular interest in science or develop science abilities. 

NSERC is a federal agency that helps make Canada a country of discoverers and innovators for 
all Canadians. The agency supports some 30,000 post-secondary students and postdoctoral 
fellows in their advanced studies. NSERC promotes discovery by funding more than 12,000 
professors every year and fosters innovation by encouraging more than 2,000 Canadian 
companies to participate and invest in post-secondary research projects. 

 

For further information (media only), please contact: 

Michèle-Jamali Paquette Director of Communications Office of the Honourable Gary 
Goodyear Minister of State for Science and Technology Tel.: 613-947-2956 

Martin Leroux Media and Public Affairs Officer Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada Tel.: 613-943-7618 E-mail: media@nserc-crsng.gc.ca 

Media Relations Industry Canada Tel.: 613-943-2502 
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Backgrounder 

NSERC Awards for Science Promotion 

About the awards 

The NSERC Awards for Science Promotion honour individuals and groups who make an 
outstanding contribution to the promotion of science in Canada through activities encouraging 
popular interest in science or developing science abilities. The group award is valued at $25,000 
and the individual award at $10,000. Two recipients (one individual and one group) may be 
selected for the awards each year. 

   
     Bill Gaal Photo                 Lisa Nolin Photo 
 

Profile of the 2011 winner Individual Gordon Gore (British Columbia) 

Science is best learned in a fun, hands-on environment. That simple philosophy has guided 
Gordon Gore's teaching and science promotion efforts for more than five decades. 

The recipient of a 2011 NSERC Award for Science Promotion, Gore's achievements include 
inspiring countless students; authoring textbooks, resource manuals and general interest science 
books; and creating a popular science centre in Kamloops, British Columbia. 

The BIG Little Science Centre was started in 2000, replacing a travelling show based in Gore's 
truck, and has since evolved into an 8,000 square-foot facility, which last year attracted 15,000 
visitors. In keeping with Gore's goal of making science entertaining, accessible and practical, the 
Centre helps visitors develop a passion for science through camps, experimental stations, clubs 
and travelling exhibits. 

Gore's other honours include the Outstanding Science Teacher of the Year Award from the BC 
Science Teachers' Association, the Rotary Club Four-Way Test Award, the BC Community 
Achievement Award, the Lifetime Achievement Award from the BC Association of Physics 
Teachers, the Eve Savory Award for Science Communication and an honorary doctorate from 
Thompson Rivers University. 
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Message from Our President, Dr. David McKinnon 
 

   
         Trish Rimmer Photos 

Left: Dr. Dave McKinnon with BLSC Volunteers Thomas Giroday and Mark Bui 
Right: Dr. McKinnon with master of ceremonies Sandy Heimlich-Hall of CFJC TV 7 
 
Saturday, the 26th of May, was a sunny day, and the occasion of a very pleasant ceremony at the BIG Little Science 
Centre (BLSC) when the Centre's founder, Dr. Gordon Gore, was honoured with the Natural Sciences and 
Engineering Council of Canada (NSERC) Award for Science Promotion, for 2011. 
 

    
               Bill Gaal Photos 

 
Left: Rick Warner of NSERC   Right: John Leech of ASTTBC, Gordon, and Rick Warner 

 
 The award was presented by Rick Warner of the Pacific Office of NSERC. 
 The ceremony was attended by various relatives of Dr. Gore, by acquaintances and former colleagues, many of 
whom came considerable distances, friends through the BLSC, and several dignitaries including Jennifer Thompson, 
representing MP Cathy McLeod, MLA's Kevin Krueger and Hon. Terry Lake, Mayor Peter Milobar, School Board 
Chairperson Denise Harper, TRU Dean of Science Tom Dickinson, councilor Nancy Bepple, and John Leech, Executive 
Director of the ASTTBC. 
 The Centre thanks local media personality Sandy Hall of CFJC for acting as MC for the event.  The Centre also 
thanks Richelle Head, Adele Stapleton, Ken Schroeder, Gordon Stewart, David McKinnon and volunteers for arranging 
the event, and Nancy Mutrie and daughter Ainslie of Nancy's Creative Cooking for catering.  
 The Centre also thanks Genevieve Messier of NSERC in Ottawa for help and advice in coordinating the event. 
 The day also acted as the official opening of the Science Centre's new premises at the former George Hilliard 
School. 
 As many of you know, the Centre recently had its 100,000th visitor, but we now have to add a new category of 
visitor. Kona, a nearby canine resident, also decided to pay the Centre a visit!  
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Thank You, Everyone! 
Gordon R. Gore 

 
On Saturday May 26, the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council (NSERC) honoured yours truly with the 
2011 Award for Science Promotion. I am grateful for this award, and wish to express my gratitude to as many people as 
possible who inspired me in the past or who helped make the BIG Little Science Centre what it is today. 
 Bill Koch, principal of David Thompson Elementary School and Terry Sullivan, Superintendent of School 
District 73 permitted me to start a one-room science centre in February 2000. School District 73 has assisted in providing 
space for the centre since then. We have moved schools twice since the opening. Sharon Cooley welcomed us to Bert 
Edwards Science and Technology School, where we stayed until BEST needed more room and so did we. Currently the 
BIG Little Science Centre leases 7 rooms from the school district.  
 Barbara Berndt was the first official member of the BIG Little Science Centre Society, which was formed in 
2003. Barbara still brings a group of gifted kids to visit the Centre once a month. The original Board of Directors included 
Directors Annette Glover, Gordon Gore, Judi Gelowitz, Vallerie Hitchens, Jim Hebden, Eric Wiebe, Ralph Finch, Thérèse 
Zulinick, and Anne-Marie Hunter. Terry McQuillan, Geoff Blunden, Joe O’Hara and Dave McKinnon followed soon 
after. Although by his own choice he was never a Director, Ken Schroeder has been a solid addition to the BIG Little 
Science Centre Society. His advice is sensible and always valued. Ken is always ‘there’ when needed.  
 Janet and Spence Bryson, both teachers in the district, were regular visitors with their classes before they retired. 
They were responsible for arranging our first major grant, in 2004, from the Stollery Foundation. This grant made it 
possible to hire our first full-time employee, Gord Stewart, who has been our Executive Director ever since. 
 Gord Stewart has many talents. His calm, steady manner in handling matters in general is really appreciated. He 
mastered all the demonstrations and presents them in a friendly, relaxed manner to any age level. Gord successfully 
managed to obtain lease arrangements at Bert Edwards and George Hilliard, and thus keep the BIG Little Science Centre 
alive. 
 Thank you to regular contributors to BIGScience, the newsletter of the BIG Little Science Centre. Jim Hebden, 
Dave McKinnon and Kip Anastasiou have all made literary contributions. Kip Anastasiou has provided more than 80 
articles on famous scientists, and plans to combine all these into a book. 
 Thank you to all the Kamloops media: Newspapers, CFJC TV 7, radio stations, for your support for our efforts. 
Whenever we have a special event about to happen, you are there to promote it. We are truly grateful. 
 Thanks to all our donor supporters. We are a non-profit society and could not survive without your financial 
assistance. I cannot list all of our supporters here, but there is a Wall of Honour in the hallway at the Centre where these 
generous sponsors are recognized. 
 Thank you to our local MLA’s Kevin Krueger and Dr. Terry Lake for your assistance, and to Minister of 
Education George Abbott, who recently took time out of a busy schedule to visit the science centre. 
 Thank you Susan Hammond, our assistant operator, for all the work you do keeping the Centre organized. 
 We have had many excellent volunteers over the years, too many to list, but your help is greatly appreciated. 
Summer student employees have been phenomenal. Thomas Giroday, a university student summer helper, created and ran 
some of the summer camps last year. The Federal government provided the funds to hire Thomas. Unfortunately his 
position is not being funded this summer. We will be able to hire a high school student for two months, and the reliable 
Mark Bui will fill that position once again. 
 Dr. Dave McKinnon initiated the NSERC Award application, and I know that many kind people contributed to 
that application. I thank you all for your kindness in doing so. 
 The NSERC award presentation required a lot of dedication and effort, and I appreciate all your efforts in making 
it the successful event that it was. Special thanks to Adele Stapleton for contacting all my old friends, former colleagues, 
former students, family and many dignitaries. It was humbling to see a representative of our Member of Parliament Cathy 
McLeod, MLA’s Kevin Krueger and Dr. Terry Lake, Mayor Milobar, school district chairperson Denise Harper, TRU 
Science Dean Dr. Tom Dickinson, ASTTBC’s John Leech and NSERC’s Rick Warner. 
 Thank you to so many old friends for attending the presentation, some of you travelling long distances to get here.  
Lastly, thank you to NSERC for honouring me with this prestigious national award. When I see who some of the past 
winners were, I feel humbled. 
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Photos from the NSERC Presentation 
Photos by Lisa Nolin, Trish Rimmer, Bill Gaal and Gordon Gore 

 

    
         Gord Stewart, John Leech, Gordon Gore, Rick Warner                        Mike Gore, Gordon Gore, Steve Gore 

 

 
Mayor Milobar, Dean Tom Dickinson and Rick Warner 

 

       
             John  Leech               Matthew Nolin helping Gordon Gore            Sandy Heimlich-Hall 
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        Jennifer Thompson (Assistant to Cathy McLeod)                      Kevin Krueger MLA and John Leech 

             
    Hon. Dr. Terry Lake     Denise Harper   Mayor Peter Milobar 

     
   Spence and Janet Bryson         Thomas Giroday helping Gordon Gore 

   
         Reg Wild, Kip and Joan Anastasiou   Rick Warner and Gordon Gore 
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       Peter, Barb, Sue and Alice Mui                      Tom Dickinson and Rick Warner 
 

   
   The Ramsays         Jennifer Thompson assisting Gord Stewart 
 

  
                Adele Stapleton, BLSC Director                 Ken Schroeder and the Triple Ammonia Fountain 
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Teachers! Hands-on Curriculum-Based Laboratory Activities  

Your Class Can Do at the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

Sample Lesson #3   Colour: Chromatography and Fluorescence 
 

     
 

There are two parts to this colour activity. In the first part, students use non-permanent (water-soluble) overhead 
projector pens to do a form of chromatography.  Typical results are illustrated below. 

 

       
 

While the chromatography activity is proceeding, students create posters using fluorescent ink pens. When 
everyone has completed their posters, they are taped or otherwise attached to a suitable vertical surface. Black 
lights illuminate the posters, and the room lights are turned off. Sample posters, created by Parkcrest 
Elementary School students, are shown in the photographs below. 
 

    
 

This activity was well received by my ‘test pilots’ from Parkcrest Elementary School. It should be a fit with 
Grade 4 science, perhaps even Science 8. Approximately 30 minutes of time is required to do the two activities. 
I highly recommend that students also see the Light and Colour show while they are visiting the Centre. 
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Francis Crick (1916 – 2004) 
He discovered the true structure of DNA with its double helix, and was the leader in the 
drive to understand how the genetic code is expressed to produce proteins. He was also a 
leader in research to discover the biology of consciousness. 

Kip Anastasiou, Ph.D. 
  
Francis Crick was an ultra-brilliant man cursed with a high and loud, almost falsetto voice, and early in his 
life, a snorting laugh, with a desire to talk incessantly. All of this tended to cause some very important people to 
scatter. As a result, this highly intelligent man had to settle for University College London for his university 
education (the official reason for his failure to crack Cambridge or Oxford, was his lack of sufficient Latin). He 
was an iconoclast before iconoclasts became popular. 
 
 While working on “the most boring doctoral thesis problem known to mankind”, one of Hitler’s bombs, 
thankfully, made a direct hit on his complicated apparatus thus freeing Crick from his life of misery. Crick was 
soon hired into an elite 5-man team dedicated to outwit German minesweepers with new mines and to protect 
Allied shipping from German mines. Crick was a leader in this brilliant team which was able to take out 10 
German ships for every 6 Allied ships sunk by mines during WW2. Crick was offered a knighthood, which he 
declined. 
 
 After the war, it seemed that a future in Royal Naval research was not going to be an option for Crick 
and through assistance by high placed admirers, he was eventually accepted as a doctoral student at the 
Cavendish Lab in Cambridge University. He was now into his 30s and his garrulousness and brutal frankness 
still plagued him. He furiously and defiantly accused the head of Cavendish, who was the youngest (at 25 yrs) 
Nobel Laureate, of stealing one of his ideas – not thinking that it was possible that this other smart mind might 
have thought of it independently. This along with his constant loud talk and raucous laugh almost led him into 
the wilderness of science. Having switched from physics to biological chemistry, he was working on the 
structure of a protein. It was not the most exciting problem, but it was good enough if it gave him his doctorate. 
 
 Along came another unusually brilliant student of science, already at 22 years a PhD, tall and gawky and 
American, James Dewey Watson, now a Cavendish postdoc, who was determined to figure out the structure of 
DNA. At this point in scientific history, most scientists were of the opinion that proteins were responsible for 
inheritance, but no one knew how. Watson and a few others were convinced that it was DNA. As it happened, 
so was Crick. They made a very noisy and, to many, a very unpleasant pair. But here they were in the 
prestigious Cavendish Lab in Cambridge University, a very young and fresh, if not brash, PhD and at 35, and 
elderly PhD candidate, determined to discover the secret of life itself! Not a hopeful prospect. 
 
 They needed data and the best data available belonged to a secretive and, to them, difficult personality at 
Kings College in London. Her name was Rosalind Franklin, the most brilliant X-ray Crystallographer of the 
structure of DNA. Also at Kings, was Maurice Wilkins who believed he was in charge of DNA structural 
work. They didn’t get along, to say the least. 
 
 Now if Watson and Crick were going to crack the structure of DNA they needed Franklin’s data, and by 
golly, they were going to get it. It was like scratching at a brick wall to get at what was on the other side. These 
two were determined and they eventually got enough to give the structure a try. Their first attempt at a model 
was three-stranded and a very credible try. However, when Rosalind Franklin saw it, she treated it with the 
contempt she believed it deserved. That was devastating and the Cavendish forbade the two from further 
attempts, even sending their atomic models to Kings College. But when the archrival of the Cavendish at Cal 
Tech, Linus Pauling, published an almost identical 3-stranded structure, the ban was lifted, the models  
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returned, and our two heroes were unleashed to go at it again. At this point much more of the brilliant Franklin’s 
data (without her knowledge or approval) seeped over to our noisy brilliants and they began constructing again. 
When they realized that their previous try was inside out, it was a double helix and the nucleic acids were 
always paired in the centre (the ‘secret of life’), they knew they had it. They published it and became instant 
scientific heroes but the public and the press seemed uninterested for quite a time. 
 
 In spite of the success of his work, Francis Crick endured a very difficult year at Brooklyn Polytechnic 
University in New York before he was welcomed back to Cambridge University's Cavendish Laboratory. He 
returned with his constant loud talk and laughter but also his brilliant mind. He then became the leader in the 
search for the steps from DNA to RNA to Protein. In 1962, Francis Crick, James Watson and Maurice Wilkins 
shared the Nobel Prize for their work on the structure of DNA. Rosalind Franklin? She died of cancer at age 37 
in 1958 and may never have known of her pivotal role in the discovery of the structure of DNA, though she had 
become a close friend of Francis Crick. Dead people are not normally honoured with Nobel Prizes. 
 
 Francis Crick eventually abandoned his brilliant career in DNA biology and chemistry and spent the 
final third of his life attempting to uncover the biology of human consciousness. His work was considered to be 
cutting edge in this very difficult area of research in which he made considerable progress. He worked on 
consciousness as a Distinguished Professor at the Salk Institute in San Diego California where he remained to 
the end of his life 
 
 He was the consummate scientist, editing a manuscript as he died at the age of 88. 
 
 It may interest readers to know that Francis Crick had a number of Canadians collaborating in his work 
on consciousness. Among them was David Hubel (a Montreal boy, McGill graduate and Nobel Laureate) who 
worked on the visual cortex (with Torsten Weisel). Crick believed the visual cortex had an important role in 
human consciousness. Patricia and Paul Churchland (who summer on Bowen Island, B.C.) acted as advisors 
(also at the Salk Institute) and were friends of Francis Crick in the area of Philosophy. 
  
Sources: Ridley, M. 2006. Francis Crick: Discoverer of the Genetic Code. Atlas. Olby, R. 2009. Francis Crick: Discoverer of Life’s 
Secrets. Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory. Watson, J. 1968. The Double Helix. Atheneum. Wikipedia and other internet sources. 

 

  
Pacific Way Elementary Grade 2 student Mekhi shows off his huge muscles as he prepares to pull apart two 
suction cups held together by a force due to air pressure. He managed the challenge easily. Mekhi is in Lynne 
Johnson’s class. 
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Bert Edwards Science and Technology School Primary Students Visit 
Primary Teachers: Carolyn Ramsay, Karla Chernoff and Lisa Pehowich 

 

      
Carolyn Ramsay checks out a balancing bird act. Susan Hammond watches. 

    
When we say ‘hands-on’, we mean literally, ‘hands-on’. 

 
Walk-in Kaleidoscope 
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Saturday Activities June 1 to June 30 2012, at 1:30pm 
!!

Susan Hammond 
Assistant Operator, BIG Little Science Centre 

250-554-2572 
susan@blscs.org 

www.blscs.org, Facebook, Twitter, YouTube 
985 Holt Street, Kamloops, BC 

(Located in the former George Hilliard Elementary School) 
  

Mailing Address: Box 882, Station Main, Kamloops, BC  V2C 5M8 
 

!
Saturday June 2: Light and Colour Show   Fun with light and colour. 
  
Saturday June 9: Magnetism Show      They have the power to attract and repel. 
Discover many ways magnets are used in our lives. 
  
Saturday June 16: Invertebrate Action  Up close and personal with pond organisms. 
Using hand lenses and microscopes observe aquatic life. 
  
Saturday June 23: Sound and Waves     Explore how sound is created during our 
interactive show. 
  
Saturday June 30: More Fun with Air Pressure    Let’s explore the power of air 
pressure. Exploding pop bottles anyone? 
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BBBIIIGGGSSSccciiieeennnccceee   
This Newsletter is a publication of BIG Little Science Centre Society Box 882 Station Main Kamloops BC V2C 5M8 

Location: George Hilliard School 985 Holt Street Kamloops BC V2B 5H1 Website  http://blscs.org 
Executive Director: Gord Stewart Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC  E-Mail: gord@blscs.org 

Assistant Operator: Susan Hammond Phone (250) 554 2572 or (250) 554 BLSC E-Mail: susan@blscs.org 
Newsletter Editor:  Dr. Gordon R. Gore  #200 - 760 Mayfair Street Kamloops BC  V2B 0E5   

Phone: (778) 470 8332  E-Mail: gordongore0@gmail.com 
 

More than 100,000 people have enjoyed visits to or from the BIG Little Science Centre! 
This Newsletter is received by more than 1,200 readers. 

 
Back issues of BIGScience can be viewed at http://www.blscs.org/Downloads/Newsletters/ 

 
 

The BIG Little Science Centre is open to the public at these times: 
Thursday 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM   Friday 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM   Saturday 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM 

 
On Saturdays, there is a special show/activity at 1:30 PM.   

  
CLOSED SUNDAYS and HOLIDAYS 

 
Families are welcome to visit during school hours. Please call to book an appointment. 

 
Phone: 250 554 2572   E-mail Gord@blscs.org  or  Susan@blscs.org 

 
A family membership is $60.00/year. An individual membership is $45.00/year. A family membership consists 
of five directly related people. (This includes any combination of grandparents, parents and children).!Individual 
day rates are:  

Adults $6    Seniors $4      Youth $3        Family $15. 
!

Adults – ages 16 to 59          Seniors – ages  60+         Youth – ages 6 to 15 
Visit our website blscs.org for more details on the benefits of membership. 

 

Summer Camps at the BIG Little Science Centre 
 

Camp 1  Juniors      July 16 to July 20                9 AM to 12 noon 
 
Camp 2  ROBOTICS    July 23 to July 27       9 AM to 3 PM 
 
Camp 3  Seniors   July 30 to August 3             9 AM to 3 PM 
 
Camp 4  ROBOTICS   August 13 to August 17   9 AM to 3 PM 

 
Interested?            Phone 250 554 2572 or Email Gord@blscs.org 

 


